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Abstract :

The above article examines general values regarding authority and politics in
I[slamists' thought and discourse concerning two groups on their approach to the

political realm :
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The first group adopts the discourse and theory of God's Sovereignty al-
Hakimiyyah in political life. In this respect, the Imam or Muslim ruler has been
entrusted to manage the affairs of the Ummah, implement Islamic law, and guard
the frontiers. From this standpoint, obeying him is an obligation ; if he deviates
from them, obedience is no longer required. As long as he upholds God's law, he is
regarded as the successor of the Messenger of God here on earth.

The above discourse runs contrary to the principles and values on which
authority in modern Western thought is founded, which fled from classical
thinking that viewed the ruler as God's vicar drawing sanctity and authority from
divine will. On the other hand, the theory of Caliphate or Imamate in Islamic
jurisprudence does not sanctify the Muslim ruler; authority is regarded as a burden
and a duty rather than an item of praise or glorification of the ruler.

On the other hand, the second group of Islamists argues that these two
theories-theory of God's Sovereignty and the theory of Caliphate-are no longer
valid in present circumstances, saying that neither theory could be implemented in
the modern state framework. Instead, the alternatives they propose include the
Islamization of its institutions and laws through adaptation of the mechanisms of the
modern state; thereby giving rise to what 1s described as an Islamic state based on
Islamic reference but using modern means.

Keywords: authority, discourse, Islamists
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